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end. England and Scotland would then be united in policy.
They might even, if Elizabeth would only marry the young
Earl of Arran, be united in name; for Mary might die childless -
which many people expected - or the rebels might be compelled
to depose her; and Arran's family, the Hatxultons, were next in
the succession. Let Elisabeth not be hasty in choosing a hus-
band, they urged; a request that she found as little difficulty in
granting as in adding to her list another suitor with political
assets. When told that Francis II was about to be proclaimed
King of Scotland, England, and Ireland, she remarked with
grim satisfaction that he little knew what a buffet she could give
him; she would take a husband who would make his head ache.
Arran was on the Continent at the time, and the French were
doing their best to lay hands on him; but by a fine piece of
secret-service work Elizabeth spirited him safely over to Eng-
land., took a look at him, and sent him on to Scotland to lend
authority and respectability to the revolt. He was full of grati-
tude: cWhen I call to mind', he wrote to Cecil some months
later, 'the private cause that oft moves me to have her Grace
in remembrance, I find myself in such perplexity that I know not
where my wits are become.* Alas! a prophetic remark, for the
poor man did actually lose his wits. But before that happened
he had served his turn, like other suitors, as a pawn in Eliza-
beth's policy,

It was a risky business helping the Scots, and a violation of
the treaty of Cateau-Cambresis; but Elizabeth was never pusil-
lanimous and could not afford to be more scrupulous than her
enemies. She and Cecil saw clearly that they must seize the
opportunity fortune offered. At the same time Elizabeth wished
to preserve an appearance of correct behaviour in order to
make it difficult for France or any other power to take open
action against her. Cecil therefore kept her name out of his
correspondence, and replied to the first overture from the rebels
with a letter that was shown but not given to his correspondent.
English policy, however, was not in doubt. Assure the Scots,
Cecil told Sir James Croft at Berwick, that England will not
see them ruined; kindle the fire in any way you can, for if